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Overarching Themes

• A very young age profile in the national and local context

• Health and wellbeing needs reflect a younger population profile, with mental health and 
wellbeing, self-harm, smoking, substance misuse, sexual and reproductive health and child 
health to the fore

• Whilst levels of deprivation are typically below the national average, there are higher levels in 
some parts of the town including Younghayes Road and Tillhouse Road. Further to this the 
overall proportion of households across the town with all four dimensions (education, 
employment, housing and health) of deprivation present (0.3%) is above the national average 
(0.2%) suggesting a dispersed pattern of high needs households across the town

• Higher levels of Asthma prevalence, emergency admissions in under fives, hospital 
admissions for injuries in children and young people, hospital admissions for self-harm, 
general fertility rate, and smoking rates are seen

• Vulnerabilities around food poverty and indebtedness (partly reflecting housing costs and the 
high proportion of homes owned with a mortgage) are evident



Population



Population Pyramid 2022

The age profile in Cranbrook is 
particularly young in a local and 
national context, reflecting the 
typical demographic structure 
seen in brand new communities. 

Cranbrook is marked by a 
relatively large younger working-
age population (early 20s to early 
40s), which corresponds to a larger 
child population (particularly in 
pre-school and primary school 
aged children, with smaller 
proportions aged 14 to 21, and in 
older working-age, and an 
extremely small proportion of 
retirement age.
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Age Structure vs other Devon towns

This chart comparing Cranbrook 
to other Devon towns highlights 
how distinct the Cranbrook 
population is in the context of 
the county. With only 3.4% of 
the population aged 65 and 
over, compared with 25.6% for 
Devon as a whole, and a range 
from 17.4% (Exeter) to 42.1% 
(Seaton) across other Devon 
settlements.

As illustrated overleaf, whilst 
the population age profile is 
projected to get slightly older 
over time, it is still expected to 
retain a very young 
demographic structure.
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Population Projections 2021 to 2039 

Year
00 to 
19

20 to 
39

40 to 
59

60 to 
79

80 
plus Total

2021 2,211 2,877 1,221 325 35 6,669

2022 2,499 3,179 1,429 378 40 7,525

2023 2,690 3,338 1,588 419 45 8,080

2024 2,766 3,351 1,687 443 47 8,296

2025 2,883 3,407 1,813 474 51 8,632

2026 3,123 3,596 2,023 527 56 9,325

2027 3,530 3,963 2,354 612 65 10,523

2028 4,026 4,400 2,760 714 76 11,978

2029 4,546 4,836 3,203 827 88 13,499

2030 5,056 5,230 3,658 941 100 14,986

2031 5,548 5,579 4,118 1,056 112 16,414

2032 5,963 5,910 4,480 1,148 122 17,623

2033 6,349 6,200 4,830 1,236 131 18,746

2034 6,708 6,455 5,165 1,319 140 19,788

2035 7,070 6,701 5,508 1,406 149 20,836

2036 7,346 6,857 5,792 1,477 157 21,631

2037 7,574 6,960 6,041 1,538 163 22,277

2038 7,655 6,925 6,176 1,571 167 22,493

2039 7,689 6,846 6,274 1,594 169 22,573
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2021 Census Profile



Population

Profile vs England for 
defined areas

Younger age profile 
(children and younger 
working-age adults)

Mostly White British and 
born in UK

Link: Build a custom area 
profile - Census 2021, 
ONS

https://www.ons.gov.uk/visualisations/customprofiles/build/
https://www.ons.gov.uk/visualisations/customprofiles/build/
https://www.ons.gov.uk/visualisations/customprofiles/build/


Identity

Most hold a UK 
passport

Few with non-UK 
identify

Most are not religious

Main language English 
with good proficiency



Households

Higher proportions of never 
married/civil partnership or 
separated households

Higher proportions living in larger 
households (3-4 people+), with single 
family households dominating

Higher levels of households not 
deprived in any dimension but 1 in 
around 300 households deprived 
across all four dimensions (0.3% vs 
0.2% for England), indicating 
dispersed deprived households



Housing

Higher proportions in 
whole house

Higher proportions 
owning with a 
mortgage

Lower levels of 
overcrowding

Tendency towards two 
and three bedrooms



Health

Generally good 
health with lower 
levels of bad health 
and disability

Lower levels of 
unpaid care

Low proportions 
with no car and high 
proportions with two 
cars

Very few homes lack 
central heating



Socio-Economic

Generally locally based workforce 
(Exeter area) with car-based 
travel

Higher levels of economic activity 
with lower levels of 
unemployment and periods out 
of employment tending to be 
shorter

Tendency towards full-time work



Socio-Economic

Higher proportions with 
associate professional / 
technical, administrative and  
caring / service occupations

Higher proportions with 
degree level (level 4+) or level 
1 to 3 (up to A level) 
qualifications, and few with 
no qualifications



Deprivation
(Deprivation Dimensions 2021 Census and
Indices of Deprivation 2019)



Deprivation Dimensions 2021

The deprivation dimensions 
indicator in the 2021 Census 
measures deprivation on 
four domains (education, 
employment, health and 
housing). Cranbrook is 
typically below the national 
average, but with higher 
levels around Younghayes 
Road (above national/local 
average) and Tillhouse Road 
(above local average). 
Further to this the overall 
proportion of households 
across the town with all four 
dimensions present (0.3%) is 
above the national average 
(0.2%) suggesting a pattern 
of dispersed high needs 
households across the town.



Output area comparison
2021 Census Socio-Economic measures

2021 Output Area Description

Household 
deprived in 

two or more 
domains

Household 
deprived in two or 
more domains %

No 
Qualifications

No 
Qualifications 

%
Unemployed

Unemployed as % 
of economically 

active

E00180164 Younghayes Centre / Barn Orchard 9 13.4% 14 11.3% 3 3.0%
E00180165 Tillhouse Road 34 18.1% 37 10.4% 9 3.5%
E00180169 Brooks Warren / Wheatsheaf 7 14.0% 7 6.9% 3 3.7%
E00180171 Horsewell Road / Education Campus 2 1.8% 6 2.8% 6 3.1%
E00180178 Alford Pasture 3 5.0% 5 4.4% 1 1.1%
E00180197 Copseclose Lane / Higher Meadow 19 9.5% 35 9.4% 3 1.1%
E00180205 Oakbeer Orchard / Summer Meadow 18 10.5% 39 11.6% 5 1.9%
E00180212 Mead Cross / Henrys Run / Pitt Park 34 15.5% 49 11.6% 6 1.8%
E00180213 Rush Meadow / Linhay Road 8 4.8% 4 1.3% 4 1.4%
E00180239 Younghayes Road / Burrough Fields 17 20.2% 14 9.3% 6 5.6%
E00180240 Badger Way / Westland Way 9 7.1% 14 6.3% 1 0.5%
E00180260 Post Coach Way / Roman Way 5 7.2% 14 10.3% 2 2.0%
E00180262 Yarlington Ml / Inner Westland 2 1.6% 10 4.4% 4 1.9%
E00180264 Beech Road / Buzzard Way 4 2.8% 12 4.6% 4 1.7%
E00180268 Seven Acres / South View Pasture 4 4.3% 11 5.9% 0 0.0%
E00180279 Tremlett Meadow / Shareford Wy 16 6.9% 20 4.7% 8 2.2%
E00180289 Yonder Acre Way / Chaffinch Rise 14 8.8% 23 7.6% 8 3.2%
Cranbrook Total - 205 9.0% 316 7.4% 73 2.1%
East Devon - 9,279 13.9% 19,207 15.1% 2,195 3.2%
England - 4,243,658 18.1% 8,317,789 18.1% 1,312,729 4.9%



Output area comparison
Highlighted Cranbrook Output Areas

E00180239: Younghayes Road / 
Burrough Fields

E00180165: Tillhouse Road
E00180212: Mead Cross / Henrys 

Run / Pitt Park

Highest in Cranbrook and above 
local and national averages for 

deprivation dimensions and 
unemployment indicators.

Second highest in Cranbrook and 
above East Devon average for 

deprivation dimensions. Highest 
in Cranbrook for unemployment.

Third highest in Cranbrook and 
above East Devon average for 

deprivation dimensions.



Indices of Deprivation 2019

• The latest available Indices of Deprivation are from 2019 and are largely based 
on 2016 and 2017 data

• The small areas used are based on the 2011 Census before building in 
Cranbrook commenced placing Cranbrook in two areas: the West of the town 
with Broadclyst South, Poltimore and Dog Village: the East of the town with 
Rockbeare, Clyst Honiton and Marsh Green. At this stage Cranbrook constated 
around half of the population of the former, and a minority of the latter

• These areas had levels of deprivation below the national average with the more 
recent deprivation dimensions census indicator suggesting Cranbrook may be 
lower again

• These areas were higher for access to housing and services, child poverty and 
education measures which may be influenced by the Cranbrook profile



Health



Health Headlines (Local Health / JSNA /
Behaviour Risk Factors / Practice Profile)
• Prevalence of health conditions typically lower than Devon reflecting age profile

• Higher prevalence of Asthma (9.16% in Cranbrook vs 6.53% nationally)

• Higher levels of emergency admissions in under fives

• Higher levels of emergency admissions for injuries in children and young adults

• Higher levels of emergency admissions for self-harm

• Higher general fertility rate (on account of younger adult demographic)

• Generally lower levels of deprivation, obesity, hospital admissions, long-term 
conditions and mortality rates

• Devon Behavioural Risk Factors dashboard highlights higher lower level of 
excess weight, similar levels of physical inactivity, and higher levels of smoking 
vs East Devon, reflecting age structure of Cranbrook



Local Health: Our Community



Local Health: Behavioural Risk Factors
and Child Health



Local Health: Disease and Poor Health



Local Health: Life Expectancy 
and Causes of Death



Mental Health

• Cranbrook below the national average on both the 2022 Small Area Mental 
Health Index (composite measure of admissions, prescribing and benefits) and 
the 2019 Indices of Multiple Deprivation Mood and Anxiety Disorders indicator

• Anti-depressant prescribing rates are also below Devon and England average

• The above measures highlight lower levels of relative mental health need partly 
driven by lower levels of deprivation in the town

• The age profile of the town however does contribute to higher levels of 
absolute mental health need / service demand including:
• Higher prevalence of conditions associated with younger age groups, particularly in 

females. This is particularly seen with anxiety and eating disorders

• Higher levels for initial reporting/diagnosis of conditions as town has higher proportions at 
age of average onset from most conditions (inc. eating, mood and personality disorders)

• Higher levels of self-harm including admissions and attendance (peak ages 10-24)



Economy



Cost of Living

The Devon Cost of Living Index Cost of Living - Devon Health and Wellbeing profiles vulnerability across Devon and is 
comprised of indicators on child poverty, fuel poverty, food poverty, claimant count and income deprivation.

Whilst the overall index (left) suggests lower risk in Cranbrook, levels of food poverty are higher, reflecting some of 
the specific challenges that working families in Cranbrook are facing.

Cost of Living Index: East Devon highlight Food Poverty Indicator: East Devon highlight

https://www.devonhealthandwellbeing.org.uk/public-health/public-health-dashboards/cost-of-living/


Housing Tenure
Detailed information on 
housing tenure from the 
2021 Census also 
highlights quite how 
different the Cranbrook 
profile is to Devon, 
reflect the characteristics 
of the town.

A very high proportion of 
homes are either owned 
outright or in shared 
ownership making the 
population at higher risk 
from changes in market 
conditions and interest 
rates. Social renting is 
also largely not local 
authority-based.



Education and Outcomes for 
Children



Education

• Headlines from latest annual data (2024)
• Cranbrook (63.6%, confidence interval range 54.4-72.2%) slightly below the Devon 

(69.0%) national average for children achieving a good level of development at reception 
(Early Years Foundation Score) but not significantly so

• No significant difference to Devon for exclusions, absences or attainment (very small 
numbers)

• A further analysis of education and childrens data over a longer period (three to 
five years) will be necessary to reveal any significant differences



Relative Child Poverty

Levels of child poverty in 
Cranbrook are significantly 
below the local and 
national average, with 
8.7% of children in 2024 
living in households in 
relative poverty, compared 
with 15.8% for East Devon 
and 21.8% for England. 

Higher levels were seen in 
2016 (11.3%) in the town 
2020 (11.9%) although 
these still remained below 
local and national 
averages. 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

Cranbrook 8.3% 11.3% 8.9% 9.4% 9.5% 11.9% 8.0% 9.7% 7.9% 8.7%

East Devon 13.1% 13.7% 13.1% 15.0% 14.1% 17.1% 13.8% 14.2% 15.2% 15.8%

England 16.5% 17.6% 17.4% 19.7% 18.3% 21.1% 18.4% 19.1% 21.1% 21.8%
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