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At our last Health and Wellbeing Board meeting, we were pleased to sign the Local Government Declaration on Tobacco Control.  
This document underlines our commitment to tackling the health inequalities caused as a direct result of smoking.  In Devon 19 per cent of our population smokes; yet 90% of homeless people in the County smoke.  Addressing this disparity and using our influence and networks is a priority for us as a Board.

I was also fortunate to be invited to a parliamentary reception hosted by Dr Sarah Wollaston last week, to mark the end of Dry January and thank organisations nationally for their support of the Alcohol Concern campaign.  

Campaigns such as this one are growing in popularity and are beginning to pervade our conversations and habits in a positive way.  At the reception, Alistair Campbell talked about the drinking culture that exists, almost uniquely, in our country, and the need for us collectively to challenge this culture before it has an irreversible effect on our health.   

Another important agenda emerging, which has a profound impact on health and wellbeing, is Early Help.  This new way of working is being led by the Devon Safeguarding Children’s Board, but is a multi-agency approach to identifying need at an early stage in a child’s life and providing the necessary support and advice to prevent problems escalating.  The success of this will not only, crucially, make a massive difference to health and wellbeing outcomes of the child and their family; but will also enable the partners involved to make interventions while the child is in mainstream services rather than wait until they reach the specialist, high level stage.  More information on Early Help is available on the DSCB website.

Finally, we’ve been cited in a recent LGA publication – nine months on from the public health transition - as an example of good practice for our health and wellbeing website.  The link to the publication is here – there are also other examples of good practice from around the country which we could certainly learn from.
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Reports and briefings

Devon Health and Wellbeing Board
The minutes of the Devon Health and Wellbeing Board, held on 16 January 2014, are now available.
JSNA Devon Overview – The latest annual JSNA Devon Overview has been published.  This document highlight the overall pattern of health and care needs in the county, including the impact of population change, deprivation and economic conditions.  http://www.devonhealthandwellbeing.org.uk/jsna/overview/
JSNA Profiles – 2013-14 profiles for Exeter and the 28 market and coastal towns and their surrounding areas in Devon have been published on the Devon Health and Wellbeing website including details of the health, care and wellbeing needs of the community and comparisons to other areas.  Similar profiles for local authority districts and Clinical Commissioning Group localities and sub-localities will follow shortly.  www.devonhealthandwellbeing.org.uk/jsna/profiles/town/2013-town-health-profiles/
Public Health Devon Outcomes Report – To complement the existing Health and Wellbeing Outcomes Report, a new outcomes report focused on the Public Health Outcomes Framework is now available, providing detailed local breakdowns of public health indicators in Devon. www.devonhealthandwellbeing.org.uk/jsna/performance/phof/devon_reports/
District Public Health Plans 2013-14 – These plans produced collaboratively by Public Health Devon and Local Authority District colleagues identify both priority issues and priority communities within local areas to help inform interventions to improve public health at local level. www.devonhealthandwellbeing.org.uk/jsna/himp/
Partners – A partners section has been added to the Health and Wellbeing website including details of member organisations of the Health and Wellbeing Board and other organisations contributing to the Health and Wellbeing agenda in Devon.  www.devonhealthandwellbeing.org.uk/partners
 

Devon showcased nationally for good practice
A new LGA and PHE publication about the Public Health transformation features a case study on how Devon’s Health and Wellbeing website supports this agenda.  ‘Public health transformation nine months on: bedding in and reaching out’
 describes how public health in a number of councils has started to use the opportunities of a local government setting to improve health and wellbeing. 

The case studies were chosen because they show a range of ways in which public health in councils is approaching its new roles. They include councils spread across England, covering both rural and urban environments and with varying levels of deprivation and affluence.
Neighbourhood health scheme
A joint publication from NHS England and Public Health England, entitled Healthy, resilient and sustainable communities, has highlighted work Devon is doing on a neighbourhood health scheme.

The focus of the publication is encouraging Communities to create the right conditions for improvements in physical health, mental health and general wellbeing by being connected, sustainable and resilient to changing times and climates. 
Campaigns and activity update
Breast Cancer
PHE is currently running a breast cancer awareness campaign targeting the over 70s.
Be there tomorrow

Smokefree South West's new mass media campaign, motivating smokers to quit, will launch on television on Monday 10 February with a PR launch the week before. This hard-hitting campaign, which has been tested with smokers, shows the emotional impact on families of losing a loved one early to smoking. Devon will be running a campaign targeting Valentine’s Day and Easter, with ‘promise’ cards smokers can give their loved ones, pledging to quit.
Skin Cancer

As part of the Be Clear on Cancer campaign, a targeted skin cancer campaign will be run by PHE in early May.

The campaign, which will include media advertising, focuses on changes to your skin, and on checking your skin regularly when showering and getting dressed, to look for signs.  Resources will be available from PHE shortly.

Events

Call to Action Mental Health Conference
South West Strategic Clinical Network for Mental Health conference on 26 February.

Other updates

Healthwatch
Sign up for Healthwatch Devon newsletter.
How safe are your medical records news release.
If you would like to subscribe to the Healthwatch Devon newsletter, please complete the form.

CCG Newsletter

The New Year 2014 edition of the CCG's monthly newsletter, Healthy People.
For more information go to www.devonhealthandwellbeing.org.uk

